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COLCHESTER

3 men rob
disabled
veteran,
police say

Man, 65, must
use wheelchair

By GREG SMITH
gasmith@norwichbulletin.com
(860) 425-4219

Police in Colchester ar-
rested three men in connec-
tion with a brazen midday
theft of a collection box from
a wheelchair-bound disabled
veteran.

At 1:30 p.m., police said,
several men grabbed a cash
box containing about $200
from a table set up outside of
Stop & Shop in Colchester.
The victim, 65-year-old Viet-
nam War veteran Martin
Lopez, of Colchester, was not
injured.

Walt Pallman, a member of
the American Legion Post 54
in Colchester and friend of
Lopez, called the theft “a ter-
rible thing.” He said Lopez
typically raises money to par-
ticipate in the annual Nation-
al Golden Age Games, a sport-
ing event for senior veterans
receiving medical care through

the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

‘Despicable’

“I think it’s a despicable
thing to do,” Pallman said.
“Here’s a guy trying to earn his
way to the games.”

Because of a stroke, Pallman
said Lopez is partially para-
lyzed and communicates
through a keyboard device.
Lopez could not be reached for
comment at his home.

Police said information from
a bystander helped in the ar-
rest. A woman who had pur-
chased a raffle ticket from
Lopez was bringing groceries
to her car when she spotted
two men running to an occu-
pied Volkswagen Jetta.

The woman was able to pro-
vide police with a license plate

See ROBBERY, A7
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Center Week.

By GREG SMITH

gasmith@norwichbulletin.com
(860) 425-4219

NORWICH — With a
rising number of people
unemployed and a declin-
ing number with health in-
surance, one organization
set out Monday to show the
community there are still
options.

United Community &
Family Services, of Nor-
wich, began National Fam-
ily Health Center Week
with a visibility campaign,
hoping to share its message
of accessible health care.

Miranda Creative Inc. of
Norwich donated the serv-
ices of a sign spinner team
from AArrow Advertising,
of Worcester, Mass. The
spinners, part performance
artists, spent the day toss-
ing signs into the air with
messages like “Need a Doc-
tor?”

The message was aimed
at people who may not
know about UCFS’s array of
health services — every-
thing from primary health
care and behavioral health
services to dental and vol-
unteer services, said Pam
Kinder, UCFS director of

JOHN SHISHMANIAN/NORWICH BULLETIN

marketing and develop-
ment.

“Accessible, affordable
health care is available re-
gardless of a person’s abil-
ity to pay,” Kinder said.
“We're here for you regard-
less (of whether) you have
insurance or not. In some
ways, we act as a safety
net. Our main focus is those
who fall through the gap.”

20 million served

Health care centers like
United Community’s pro-
vide medical care for 20
million people nationally
every year, according to the

Sign spinner Juan Cordero, of Worcester, Mass., flips, spins and tosses a sign Monday outside the United
Community & Family Services’ health center in Norwich. The agency is celebrating National Family Health

Message draws attention to array
of medical services available

National Association of
Community Health Cen-
ters. About 70 percent of
patients who visit the cen-
ters earn less than the fed-
eral income poverty level,
38 percent are uninsured
and 36 percent depend on
Medicaid, according to the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.
With some people out of
work, Kinder said UCFS of-
fers cost-effective alterna-
tives to the emergency
room, the place people of-
ten wind up when they get

See HEALTH, A7
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Primary
voters
will pick
nominees

Governor
Democrat Republican
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Malloy Foley
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Lt. governor
Democrat Republican

Glassman Boughton
Wyman Wilson-Foley
Comptroller
Democrat

Jarjua Lembo
Attorney general
Republican

Dean Garber
Secretary
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Democrat

Garcia Merrill
U.S. Senate
Republican

McMahon

Schiff
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2nd District

House of Representatives
Republican

Dubitsky
Novak
Peckinpaugh
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Get updates through the day
about how the voting is going.
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Primaries for judge of probate
and state Legislature
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NAMING RIGHTS

New theater deal lets Foxwoods take another hite of Big Apple

Casino’s brand goes up in Times Square

By JAMES MOSHER
jmosher@norwichbulletin.com
(860) 425-4241

Foxwoods Resort Casino
has signed a multiyear nam-
ing rights agreement for a
New York City theater in
Times Square, giving the casi-
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A small businessman

talks about investing in
Norwich, and the city's
assets and challenges.
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Sports
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no a prestigious calling card
in one of the world’s most lu-
crative markets.

The casino is getting exclu-
sive naming rights to the for-
mer Hilton Theatre in Man-
hattan’s Times Square. The fa-
cility, which began as the Ford
Center for the Performing

e

.............. Cl Living

Business ....

Arts, is being renamed the
Foxwoods Theatre effective
immediately.

The agreement adds to Fox-
woods’ New York marketing
push that includes sponsor-
ship of the WNBA’s New York
Liberty, in which the casino in-
signia is emblazoned on the
team’s jerseys. Deals with the
New York Rangers hockey

GREETINGS to Linda Edwards, valuea.subscriber from North Grosvenordale ...
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Ethics panel takes
up privacy issue
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Red Sox split series
with Yankees

team and New Jersey Nets
basketball team also have
been signed.

“Showcasing the Foxwoods
brand in such a prominent lo-
cation in New York City pro-
vides us with a signature op-
portunity to further extend
our reach into the most covet-
ed media market in the world,”
Robert Victoria, chief mar-
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Senate, 2nd District primary races
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keting officer for Foxwoods Re-
sort Casino and MGM Grand
at Foxwoods, said.

Financial terms weren'’t dis-
closed. The agreement was
signed with Live Nation En-
tertainment, which operates
the 2,000-seat theater origi-
nally built in 1996. The theater
is at 214 W. 43rd St.

The theater is in the district

Coverage of the U.S.

.......... Cc8

On the Web

For more about the Foxwoods
Theatre in New York City, visit
www.foxwoodstheatre.com.

where the famous annual
New Year’s Eve “ball-drop”
celebration is held, creating

See FOXWOODS, A7
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TEXAS

Obama makes dash for cash in Bush country

By BEN FELLER
The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Deep in
the land of George W. Bush,
President Barack Obama
swept through Texas on Mon-
day to gather Democratic cash
and votes, pounding home
education as not just an eco-
nomic imperative but also a
political wedge.

Here in the place where
Bush, then Texas governor,
launched his successful run for
the White House, in a state
Obama lost handily to Sen.
John McCain two years ago,
the president did the job that
takes up much of his time
these days.

Politics.

Obama raised up to $1 mil-
lion for the Democratic Na-
tional Committee at a hotel in
Austin, where the mantra of
his midterms — “Are we go-
ing to move forward, or are
we going to move back-

wards?” — played well to his
lunch crowd.

Later, he was the headline
draw at a fundraiser in Dallas
that raised about $650,000 to
help Democrats in key Senate
races, held at a private home
within about five miles from
where Bush now lives.

And in between came an ed-
ucation speech at the Uni-
versity of Texas, where the
screams of students prompt-
ed Obama to raise a voice
even louder, combining for a
raucous campaign feel.

This is Obama’s August of-
fensive, a string of tactical,
time-gobbling campaign
stops to raise a bunch of
money and revitalize Demo-
cratic voters. The traditional
result of approaching
midterm elections is that the
party of the sitting president
loses seats; in this case, with
anti-incumbency fervor soar-
ing, Democrats could be in
for a lashing.

President Barack Obama gives a “hook 'em horns” sign
as he starts a speech Monday at the University of Texas

in Austin.
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number, leading to an arrest
several hours later at a gas sta-
tion in Colchester, according to
areport by Colchester Troop-
er Catherine Billian.

Used to buy heroin

The men admitted using
the money to buy heroin in
Hartford, police said.

Arrested were: David B.
Ruutel, 25, of 12 Southgate
Road in Franklin; Nicholas
Peters, 24, of 202 Bull Hill
Road in Colchester; and Justin
Mikan, 27, of 288 Lake Hay-
ward Road in Colchester. All
three men were charged with
sixth-degree larceny and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

Mikan was additionally
charged with possession of
narcotics after police said they
found a used syringe and five
bags of suspected heroin. At
the time of the arrest, Mikan
was free on bail in several
pending criminal cases, in-
cluding what police said was a
drug-related burglary and theft
of several firearms.

“Justin Mikan said he didn’t
know why he took the money
and hung his head when asked
why he stole donations from a
disabled veteran,” the police re-
port says.

Pallman said he occasional-
ly sells flowers at the Stop &
Shop and couldn’t imagine
someone trying to steal the
proceeds.

“It’s a sad commentary when
we have people stealing from
the people who have paid so
much,” said Colchester police
Sgt. John Thompson.

Mikan, held on $2,000 cash
bond, was arraigned Monday

FOXWO0ODS

FROM Al

potential for the Foxwoods’
name to be seen by millions
of TV viewers.

The Foxwoods brand will
be placed on all venue interi-
or and exterior signs, includ-
ing the iconic sign overlook-
ing 42nd Street and in the
theater’s VIP Suite and Dress
Circle Lobby.

Targeting New York

Foxwoods and Mohegan
Sun are increasingly mar-
keting their amenities to
New York’s financial upper
crust, said Clyde Barrow, a
professor in gaming and
public policy at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Dart-
mouth. The Connecticut
casinos are trying to show
they have more to offer
than New Jersey competi-
tors such as Caesars At-
lantic City and Trump Taj
Mabhal.

“Although it has some of
the famous Las Vegas
names, Atlantic City still
has the reputation of being

a commuter’s market,” Bar-
row said. “Foxwoods and
Mohegan Sun are after
those customers that want
to come and stay.”

Foxwoods Theatre will

ost “Spider-Man: Turn
Off The Dark,” one of
Broadway’s most anticipat-
ed openings, the casino
said in a press release. The
show, featuring the music
of U2 stars Bono and The
Edge, is among the enter-
tainment, corporate, and
philanthropic events that
Foxwoods now has a part
in. The Foxwoods name
will be printed on all “Spi-
der-Man” tickets and oth-
er marketing for the pro-
duction.

The show is based upon
the Marvel Comics super-
hero who lives a double
life as unassuming scientist
Peter Parker and the acro-
batic foe of villains such as
the Green Goblin, Kraven
the Hunter and Dr. Octo-
pus.

“The tremendous value
we receive from the pro-
duction’s advertising cam-
paign made this deal a no-
brainer,” Victoria said.

HEALTH

FROM Al

sick and don’t have a pri-
mary doctor.

UCFS has employees work-
ing in the emergency depart-
ment at The William W.
Backus Hospital and pro-
vides a link to health care pro-

grams, said hospital
spokesman Shawn
Mawhiney.

and an asset to have in
Eastern Connecticut,”
Mawhiney said. “It’s a real-
ly important partnership.
With rising numbers of peo-
ple coming to the (emer-
gency room) without insur-
ance, it’s going to become
even more important.”
National Health Center
Week is held each year in
the second week of Au-
gust. This year marks the
45th anniversary of the
creation of the health cen-

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PAKISTAN

U.N. says flood worse
than tsunami, Haiti

By SEBASTIAN ABBOT
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — The num-
ber of people suffering from
the massive floods in Pak-
istan exceeds 13 million —
more than the combined total
of the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami, the 2005 Kashmir
earthquake and the 2010 Haiti
earthquake, the United Na-
tions said Monday.

The death toll in each of
those three disasters was
much higher than the 1,500
people Kkilled so far in the
floods that first hit Pakistan
two weeks ago. But the U.N.
estimates that 13.8 million
people have been affected —
over 2 million more than
the other disasters com-
bined.

The comparison helps frame

TO PLACE AN AD CALL : 889-3363 or 1-800-404-9211

ALL-POINTS BULLETIN

the scale of the crisis, which
the prime minister said Mon-
day was the worst in Pak-
istan’s history. It has over-
whelmed the government,
generating widespread anger
from flood victims who have
complained that aid is not
reaching them quickly enough
or at all.

“The number of people af-
fected by the floods is greater
than the other three disasters
combined,” Maurizio Giuliano,
spokesman for the U.N. Office
for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs, told The
Associated Press.

A person is considered af-
fected by the floods if he or she
will need some form of assis-
tance to recover, either short-
term humanitarian aid or
longer-term reconstruction
help, said Giuliano.

CLASSIFIEDS

NORWICH: large clean
2 bdrm 950 sf. 1.5 bath

deck room for your gar-
den, off street parking,
bring the dog, oil heat,

+ sec. (860)564-3706
NORWICH: downtown

NORWICH: Brand new SEWING MACHINE: NORWICH: huge 3 BALTIC: 126 High St. 2
1,2, 3 bedrooms, close A-1 Commercial Sewing bdrm 1300 sf, (2) full BR, appliances $850
to bus stop, casinos, FIREWOOD machine PFAFF 230 bath hookups $1095 call 860-912-6094
860-823-1948, 303-8040 = .~ . Heavy duty.Used by for Summer Special 860- .
Cut, Split, Auto upholster, with ped- 889-6828 YOLKSWAGON: Jetta
HAY: Delivered alled work table, large e I
spool holder $350 obo Gl LIRS, Wiy (efoelel @l
New Crop (Year Round) (| Jihave Englander pel- NORWICH: gs dition. 4 winter tires incl.
2nd & 3rd cut 860-204-1292 || iet stove. 5400 Works! Sherman St, 1 bed. $2:000 (860)625-0556
Quality Hay 860-779-0366. room, fully renovated, off KITTENS: various col-
Large Quanity el e B strleet parking, $650 + ors, nine weeks old,
: : utils. 860-887-5770 hots & d $20
discount JEWETT CITY: 2 bed- bedroom, parking, no Zaghs(seo)g;£T§09 $
860-886-3943 rooms, big yard, private pets, no smoking’ $715
FOUND: Cocker

NORWICH: Ledgevi-
ew Apts. 1, 2 & 3

Spaniel, neutered male
buff color, w/ camo collar

hookups.lots of closets,
$795 860-889-6828

ready now
(860)235-0607

$750 Efficiency all utilties incl.

$600. 860-912-6094

Bedrooms Laundry, a/c
1 month free 885-0383

on Valley Rd., in Killingly
call 860-774-1253

There’s a place for you,
in our Sheltering Arms.

SHELTERING ARMS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE provides quality care o men
and women 60 years or older in a comfortable and safe environment.

If someone you know is no longer able to live alone, Sheltering Arms is an
affordable option, providing private rooms in a homelike setting, meals,
medication administration, recreation and companionship.

Call for a tour today: 822-4935
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ELDERCARE
SERVICES
ucfs.org

[SJUCFS

United Community & Family Services

165 McKinley Ave
Norwich, CT )
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